Anal fistula in infants is considered to be not due to diaper dermatitis but it is developed in the process: hyperfunction of sebaceous glands induced by either excessive secretion of sex hormones (maternal hormones and hormones in the baby) or disorders related to hormones-acne vulgaris-fistula forma tion.
Because
the incidence of infantile anal fistula is very high in patients below the age of one month, the author recommends to put this fistula in the category of diseases of newborn babies, and to call it "fistula ani neonatorum".
It is presumed that the fistula-in-ano which is usually observed in adult is also due to the abnormal development of pilo-sebaceous system or of free sebaceous glands (Fordyce's disease) of the anus. That is, the anal fistula in adults is pathogenically the same as that in infants.
In addition, it is neces sary to reconsider the theory in which cryptoglands infection is regarded as the cause of anal fistula. proximately 80%. By a careful examination, dotted yellowish-white small tumors will be clinically often observed in the rectum or in the anal fossa. Histologically, those are mainly due to the enlargement or proliferation of sebaceous glands, and rarely the ducts or secretion are observed. Finally, it may be concluded that the development mechanisms of anal fistula in adult are quite the same as those in infant, i.e., hormone (androgen)-seba ceous gland-symptoms (fistula formation) process, although there are differences in first occurrence positions and findings between them. This hypothesis not only urges reconsideration of the previous conceptions which regarded these anal fistulas as different ones, but also explains a greater incidence in males and two peaks (small and large) shown in the incidence curve by age. Moreover, it will present the problems on the role of the anal cryptogland, as the cause of anal fistula, and the complicated classification and its description method of the disease.
"A fistula-in-ano is the final result of an anorectal abscess, and probably the latter has an initial cause in pilo-sebaceous system".
